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Romans 3:1-6, 21-26 (NLT)

Then what’s the advantage of being a Jew? Is there any value in the
ceremony of circumcision? Yes, there are great benefits! First of all, the
Jews were entrusted with the whole revelation of God. True, some of them
were unfaithful; but just because they were unfaithful, does that mean God
will be unfaithful? Of course not! Even if everyone else is a liar, God is true.
As the Scriptures say about him, “You will be proved right in what you say,
and you will win your case in court.” “But,” some might say, “our sinfulness
serves a good purpose, for it helps people see how righteous God is. Isn't it
unfair, then, for him to punish us?” (This is merely a human point of view.)
Of course not! If God were not entirely fair, how would he be qualified to
judge the world? ... But now God has shown us a way to be made right
with him without keeping the requirements of the law, as was promised in
the writings of Moses and the prophets long ago. We are made right with
God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is true for everyone who
believes, no matter who we are. For everyone has sinned; we all fall short
of God'’s glorious standard. Yet God, in his grace, freely makes us right in
his sight. He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the
penalty for our sins. For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin.
People are made right with God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed his
life, shedding his blood. This sacrifice shows that God was being fair when
he held back and did not punish those who sinned in times past, for he was
looking ahead and including them in what he would do in this present time.
God did this to demonstrate his righteousness, for he himself is fair and
just, and he makes sinners right in his sight when they believe in Jesus.

Life’s 4 Most Important Questions and God’s Answers
1. Isn’t everyone going to ?

Romans 3:2-4 (NLT)

Yes, there are great benefits! First of all, the Jews were entrusted with
the whole revelation of God. True, some of them were unfaithful; but
just because they were unfaithful, does that mean God will be
unfaithful? Of course not! Even if everyone else is a liar, God is true.
As the Scriptures say about him, “You will be proved right in what you
say, and you will win your case in court.”

Answer — !



Romans 3:5-6 (NLT)

“But,” some might say, “our sinfulness serves a good purpose, for it
helps people see how righteous God is. Isn’t it unfair, then, for him
to punish us?” (This is merely a human point of view.) Of course
not! If God were not entirely fair, how would he be qualified to judge
the world?

John 6:40 (NLT)
For itis my Father’s will that all who see his Son and believe in him
should have eternal life. | will raise them up at the last day.

If ’'m , won’t | go to Heaven?

Romans 3:9-12 (NLT)

Well then, should we conclude that we Jews are better than others?
No, not at all, for we have already shown that all people, whether
Jews or Gentiles, are under the power of sin. As the Scriptures say,
“No one is righteous—not even one. No one is truly wise; no one is
seeking God. All have turned away; all have become useless. No
one does good, not a single one.”

Answer — !

Psalm 14:2-3 (NLT)

The Lord looks down from heaven on the entire human race; he
looks to see if anyone is truly wise, if anyone seeks God. But no, all
have turned away; all have become corrupt. No one does good, not
a single one!

Romans 3:20 (NLT)
For no one can ever be made right with God by doing what the law
commands. The law simply shows us how sinful we are.

How can | be absolutely sure I'm
and on my way to Heaven?

Romans 3:22-24 (NLT)

We are made right with God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ.
And this is true for everyone who believes, no matter who we are.
For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious
standard. Yet God, in his grace, freely makes us right in his sight.
He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty
for our sins.

Answer — Only by in Jesus.

What on am | here for?

Romans 3:31 (MSG)

But by shifting our focus from what we do to what God does, don’t
we cancel out all our careful keeping of the rules and ways God
commanded? Not at all. What happens, in fact, is that by putting
that entire way of life in its proper place, we confirm it.



Faithfully God — Worship

Obediently Jesus — Discipleship
Radically everyone — Fellowship
Gratefully others — Ministry
Eagerly Christ — Missions

Proverbs 16:4 (NLT)
The Lord has made everything for his own purposes...

Colossians 1:16 (MSG)

For everything, absolutely everything, above and below, visible and
invisible, rank after rank after rank of angels—everything got started in
him and finds its purpose in him.

Answer — God’s alone.

Romans 4:1-8, 20-25 (NLT)

Abraham was, humanly speaking, the founder of our Jewish nation. What
did he discover about being made right with God? If his good deeds had
made him acceptable to God, he would have had something to boast
about. But that was not God’s way. For the Scriptures tell us, “Abraham
believed God, and God counted him as righteous because of his faith.”
When people work, their wages are not a gift, but something they have
earned. But people are counted as righteous, not because of their work, but
because of their faith in God who forgives sinners. David also spoke of this
when he described the happiness of those who are declared righteous
without working for it: “Oh, what joy for those whose disobedience is
forgiven, whose sins are put out of sight. Yes, what joy for those whose
record the Lord has cleared of sin.” ... Abraham never wavered in believing
God’s promise. In fact, his faith grew stronger, and in this he brought glory
to God. He was fully convinced that God is able to do whatever he
promises. And because of Abraham'’s faith, God counted him as righteous.
And when God counted him as righteous, it wasn’t just for Abraham’s
benefit. It was recorded for our benefit, too, assuring us that God will also
count us as righteous if we believe in him, the one who raised Jesus our
Lord from the dead. He was handed over to die because of our sins, and
he was raised to life to make us right with God.

How Can I Have Security in My Life?

I only God can bring salvation through
Jesus Christ.

Romans 4:3-5 (TPT)

Listen to what the Scriptures say: Because Abraham believed God’s
words, his faith transferred God’s righteousness into his account. When
people work, they earn wages. It can’t be considered a free gift,
because they earned it. But no one earns God'’s righteousness. It can
only be transferred when we no longer rely on our own works, but
believe in the one who powerfully declares the ungodly to be righteous
in his eyes. It is faith that transfers God’s righteousness into your
account!



2 trying to God’s favor and just
accept the free gift.

Romans 4:16-18a (TPT)

The promise depends on faith so that it can be experienced as a grace-gift,
and now it extends to all the descendants of Abraham. This promise is not
only meant for those who obey the law, but also to those who enter into the
faith of Abraham, the father of us all. That's what the Scripture means when it
says: ‘| have made you the father of many nations.” He is our example and
father, for in God’s presence he believed that God can raise the dead and call
into being things that don’t even exist yet. Against all odds, when it looked
hopeless, Abraham believed the promise and expected God to fulfill it.

Romans 4:20-21 (TPT)

He never stopped believing God’s promise, for he was made strong in his
faith to father a child. And because he was mighty in faith and convinced that
God had all the power needed to fulfill his promises, Abraham glorified God!

Three different beliefs about salvation:

e |needto it.
e |needto to the right group.
e |needto in Christ
3 the gift of God’s grace by faith alone in
Jesus Christ’s finished work at Calvary.

Romans 4:24-25 (TPT)

... For when we believe and embrace the one who brought our Lord Jesus
back to life, perfect righteousness will be credited to our account as well.
Jesus was handed over to be crucified for the forgiveness of our sins and
was raised back to life to prove that he had made us right with God!

Romans 11:6a (TPT)
And since it is by God’s grace, it can’t be a matter of their good works...

What is Grace?
e God me what | don’t deserve — eternal life

Romans 11:6b (NLT)
For in that case, God’s grace would not be what it really is—free and
undeserved.

e God’s in times of trouble.

Hebrews 4:15-16 (NLT)

This high priest of ours [Jesus] understands our weaknesses, for he
faced all of the same testings we do, yet he did not sin. So let us
come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive
his mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most.

e God’s unlimited at our weakest moments.

2 Corinthians 12:9 (TPT)

But he answered me, “My grace is always more than enough for you,
and my power finds its full expression through your weakness.” So |
will celebrate my weaknesses, for when I'm weak | sense more deeply
the mighty power of Christ living in me.
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Romans 3:1-6, 21-26 (NLT)

Then what’s the advantage of being a Jew? Is there any value in the
ceremony of circumcision? Yes, there are great benefits! First of all, the
Jews were entrusted with the whole revelation of God. True, some of them
were unfaithful; but just because they were unfaithful, does that mean God
will be unfaithful? Of course not! Even if everyone else is a liar, God is true.
As the Scriptures say about him, “You will be proved right in what you say,
and you will win your case in court.” “But,” some might say, “our sinfulness
serves a good purpose, for it helps people see how righteous God is. Isn't it
unfair, then, for him to punish us?” (This is merely a human point of view.)
Of course not! If God were not entirely fair, how would he be qualified to
judge the world? ... But now God has shown us a way to be made right
with him without keeping the requirements of the law, as was promised in
the writings of Moses and the prophets long ago. We are made right with
God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is true for everyone who
believes, no matter who we are. For everyone has sinned; we all fall short
of God'’s glorious standard. Yet God, in his grace, freely makes us right in
his sight. He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the
penalty for our sins. For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin.
People are made right with God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed his
life, shedding his blood. This sacrifice shows that God was being fair when
he held back and did not punish those who sinned in times past, for he was
looking ahead and including them in what he would do in this present time.
God did this to demonstrate his righteousness, for he himself is fair and
just, and he makes sinners right in his sight when they believe in Jesus.

Life’s 4 Most Important Questions and God’s Answers
1. lIsn’t everyone going to Heaven?

Romans 3:2-4 (NLT)

Yes, there are great benefits! First of all, the Jews were entrusted with
the whole revelation of God. True, some of them were unfaithful; but
just because they were unfaithful, does that mean God will be
unfaithful? Of course not! Even if everyone else is a liar, God is true.
As the Scriptures say about him, “You will be proved right in what you
say, and you will win your case in court.”

Answer — NO!



Romans 3:5-6 (NLT)

“But,” some might say, “our sinfulness serves a good purpose, for it
helps people see how righteous God is. Isn’t it unfair, then, for him
to punish us?” (This is merely a human point of view.) Of course
not! If God were not entirely fair, how would he be qualified to judge
the world?

John 6:40 (NLT)
For itis my Father’s will that all who see his Son and believe in him
should have eternal life. | will raise them up at the last day.

If ’'m good, won’t 1 go to Heaven?

Romans 3:9-12 (NLT)

Well then, should we conclude that we Jews are better than others?
No, not at all, for we have already shown that all people, whether
Jews or Gentiles, are under the power of sin. As the Scriptures say,
“No one is righteous—not even one. No one is truly wise; no one is
seeking God. All have turned away; all have become useless. No
one does good, not a single one.”

Answer — NO!

Psalm 14:2-3 (NLT)

The Lord looks down from heaven on the entire human race; he
looks to see if anyone is truly wise, if anyone seeks God. But no, all
have turned away; all have become corrupt. No one does good, not
a single one!

Romans 3:20 (NLT)
For no one can ever be made right with God by doing what the law
commands. The law simply shows us how sinful we are.

How can | be absolutely sure I’'m right with God and on my way
to Heaven?

Romans 3:22-24 (NLT)

We are made right with God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ.
And this is true for everyone who believes, no matter who we are.
For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious
standard. Yet God, in his grace, freely makes us right in his sight.
He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty
for our sins.

Answer — Only by believing in Jesus.

What on Earth am | here for?

Romans 3:31 (MSG)

But by shifting our focus from what we do to what God does, don’t
we cancel out all our careful keeping of the rules and ways God
commanded? Not at all. What happens, in fact, is that by putting
that entire way of life in its proper place, we confirm it.



Faithfully worship God — Worship
Obediently follow Jesus — Discipleship
Radically love everyone — Fellowship
Gratefully serve others — Ministry
Eagerly share Christ — Missions

Proverbs 16:4 (NLT)
The Lord has made everything for his own purposes...

Colossians 1:16 (MSG)

For everything, absolutely everything, above and below, visible and
invisible, rank after rank after rank of angels—everything got started in
him and finds its purpose in him.

Answer — God’s purposes alone.

Romans 4:1-8, 20-25 (NLT)

Abraham was, humanly speaking, the founder of our Jewish nation. What
did he discover about being made right with God? If his good deeds had
made him acceptable to God, he would have had something to boast
about. But that was not God’s way. For the Scriptures tell us, “Abraham
believed God, and God counted him as righteous because of his faith.”
When people work, their wages are not a gift, but something they have
earned. But people are counted as righteous, not because of their work, but
because of their faith in God who forgives sinners. David also spoke of this
when he described the happiness of those who are declared righteous
without working for it: “Oh, what joy for those whose disobedience is
forgiven, whose sins are put out of sight. Yes, what joy for those whose
record the Lord has cleared of sin.” ... Abraham never wavered in believing
God'’s promise. In fact, his faith grew stronger, and in this he brought glory
to God. He was fully convinced that God is able to do whatever he
promises. And because of Abraham’s faith, God counted him as righteous.
And when God counted him as righteous, it wasn’t just for Abraham’s
benefit. It was recorded for our benefit, too, assuring us that God will also
count us as righteous if we believe in him, the one who raised Jesus our
Lord from the dead. He was handed over to die because of our sins, and
he was raised to life to make us right with God.

How Can I Have Security in My Life?

I Believe only God can bring salvation through Jesus
Christ.

Romans 4:3-5 (TPT)

Listen to what the Scriptures say: Because Abraham believed God’s
words, his faith transferred God’s righteousness into his account. When
people work, they earn wages. It can’t be considered a free gift,
because they earned it. But no one earns God’s righteousness. It can
only be transferred when we no longer rely on our own works, but
believe in the one who powerfully declares the ungodly to be righteous
in his eyes. It is faith that transfers God’s righteousness into your
account!



2 Stop trying to earn God’s favor and just accept the free
gift.

Romans 4:16-18a (TPT)

The promise depends on faith so that it can be experienced as a grace-gift,
and now it extends to all the descendants of Abraham. This promise is not
only meant for those who obey the law, but also to those who enter into the
faith of Abraham, the father of us all. That's what the Scripture means when it
says: ‘| have made you the father of many nations.” He is our example and
father, for in God’s presence he believed that God can raise the dead and call
into being things that don’t even exist yet. Against all odds, when it looked
hopeless, Abraham believed the promise and expected God to fulfill it.

Romans 4:20-21 (TPT)

He never stopped believing God’s promise, for he was made strong in his
faith to father a child. And because he was mighty in faith and convinced that
God had all the power needed to fulfill his promises, Abraham glorified God!

Three different beliefs about salvation:
e | need to earn it.
¢ | need to belong to the right group.
e I need to trust in Christ alone.

3 Receive the gift of God’s grace by faith alone in Jesus
Christ’s finished work at Calvary.

Romans 4:24-25 (TPT)

... For when we believe and embrace the one who brought our Lord Jesus
back to life, perfect righteousness will be credited to our account as well.
Jesus was handed over to be crucified for the forgiveness of our sins and
was raised back to life to prove that he had made us right with God!

Romans 11:6a (TPT)
And since it is by God’s grace, it can’t be a matter of their good works...

What is Grace?
¢ God giving me what | don’t deserve — eternal life

Romans 11:6b (NLT)
For in that case, God’s grace would not be what it really is—free and
undeserved.

e God’s compassion in times of trouble.

Hebrews 4:15-16 (NLT)

This high priest of ours [Jesus] understands our weaknesses, for he
faced all of the same testings we do, yet he did not sin. So let us
come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive
his mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most.

e God’s unlimited favor at our weakest moments.

2 Corinthians 12:9 (TPT)

But he answered me, “My grace is always more than enough for you,
and my power finds its full expression through your weakness.” So |
will celebrate my weaknesses, for when I'm weak | sense more deeply
the mighty power of Christ living in me.



